The asymmetric unit of the title crystal structure is shown in the figure (The disorder isn't shown for clarity.). Tables 1 and  2 contain details on crystal structure and measurement conditions and a list of the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement parameters.
Bruker [1] , Olex2 [2] , SHELX [3] synthesized in accordance with a similar method reported earlier [4] . To a stirring solution of HL (268.32 mg, 1 mmol) in chloroform (3 mL) was added cobalt acetate tetrahydrate (249.08 mg, 1 mmol) in ethanol (2 mL). Afterwards the mixture was stirred for about 10 min at room temperature. The mixture was filtered and the filtrate was allowed to stand at room temperature for about 1 week. 
Experimental details
Hydrogen atoms were placed in their geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms. A part of the complex appeard to be disordered (Table 2) .
Comment
As we know, oxime-type ligands with interesting properties have been widely studied for many decades [5, 6] , and their metal complexes have been playing an important part in the development of modern coordination chemistry, because they could be used as supramolecular tectons [7] [8] [9] [10] , in the electrochemistry fields [11] , as magnetic materials [12, 13] , in the area of molecular recognition [14, 15] . Such complexes may have biological activities [16, 17] , and optical properties [18, 19] , and so on. The title complex is built up by the C 34 H 36 CoN4O5 and ethanol molecules, in which all bond lengths are within the normal ranges (cf. the figure) [4] . Each Co1 is four-coordinated by two O atoms and two N atoms from two deprotonated ligand L-ligands. There are strong intermolecular O5A-H5AA· · · O1, C3-H3· · · O4, hydrogen bonds involving the ethanol molecule too.
